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Upper Albany: Breaking Ground, 
Moving Forward

	 A major reconstruction of Albany Avenue is 
being planned by the City of Hartford and the CT 
Department of Transportation.  The project is focused 
on improving traffic and pedestrian safety along the 
Avenue which averages about 250 accidents/year, and 
includes an unusually high percentage of pedestrian 
accidents.  The proposed improvements will help reduce 
the number of accidents, but will also achieve a number 
of other important community goals such as improving 
drainage, separating of the combined sanitary and 
storm sewers, and making the Avenue more attractive 
and pedestrian friendly.  

Albany Avenue 
Safety Improvement Project

Success breeds success; and Hartford’s Upper Albany 

neighborhood is becoming a true catalyst for dozens 

of success stories.  From the new Chrysalis Center to 

Community Health Services’ dramatic growth to the 

more than 40 new neighborhood businesses that have 

been launched here since 2002, Upper Albany is one 

of Hartford’s Rising Stars.  And clearly, more success 

stories are on the way, fueled by the Metropolitan 

District Commission’s Clean Water Project and the 

Route 44 roadway improvements.  The stories that 

follow paint a clear picture of what this vibrant, growing 

neighborhood can, and will, achieve. 
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	 Chrysalis Center, Inc. is pleased to be a part of 
the Upper Albany Neighborhood with the purchase 
of the Sealtest Building on Homestead Avenue with 
renovations to the building set to commence in June of 
this year. The building will be home to Chrysalis Center 
administration and operations with many of its service 
units being located at that site. 
	 Chrysalis Center is a non-profit behavioral health 
organization that provides services to individuals who 
are in recovery from psychiatric disabilities and/or 
substance abuse many of which are also living with 
HIV/AIDS and have faced homelessness. 

Chrysalis Center to Be 
Part of Upper Albany

	 The safety improvements include reconstructing 
the street with one travel lane in each direction, adding 
left-turn lanes at each intersection, modifying the 
direction of some one-way streets, and realigning offset 
and unsafe intersections.  Pedestrian safety will be 
improved by adding a traffic signal at Oakland Terrace, 
eliminating illegal parking on sidewalks, and reducing 
the length of pedestrian crossings. The project will also 
include streetscape improvements that will make the 
Avenue more attractive and pedestrian friendly. The 
streetscape improvements include new sidewalks, brick 
pavers between the sidewalks and curbs, new curbs, 
ornamental lighting, and street trees.  
	 Based upon a preliminary estimate, the construction 
will cost between $12,000,000 and $15,000,000 
and will be funded through the CT Department of 
Transportation and federal funds. It will be designed 
by the City of Hartford, and will take about two years 
to complete.  During that 2-year period the City design 
team will involve the community in the design process 
through period public meetings, but also through direct 
contact with key community organizations such as the 
NRZ, the Collaborative, and Upper Albany Main 
Street. 
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“Best Inner-city/Urban Economic 
Development Organization”

Upper Albany Main Street, Inc.
Second consecutive Eddy Award to  

Upper Albany Main Street for excellence 
in economic revitalization and community 
development in the state of Connecticut.

2005 Eddy Award Winner
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Dear Friends,
	 Education = Empowerment and there is nothing 
more empowering than a library.  Libraries open the 
doors of opportunity for our youngsters, who are the 
future of our great city.  
	 Albany Avenue is rising to the occasion by supporting 
neighborhood libraries and the City has made the 
commitment to look at designing a new library for the 
Upper Albany community.  From story time to study 
time, libraries are essential to Hartford students of all 
ages.  The materials available inspire the imagination and 
provide access to a wealth of research tools, including 
computers.  This is important because less than a third 
of Hartford households are connected to the Internet.  
Together, with the help of libraries, we can close this 
digital divide.
	 This summer we will take a dramatic step in that 
direction.  The City of Hartford is launching a pilot program 
to go wireless.  Within 2 years, our goal is to provide free 
access to all of our residents, as well as provide low-cost 
computer equipment and basic computer courses. Whether 
students or workers need to search for jobs, register 
for classes, review health care information, or learn 
more about government, Albany Avenue residents 
and all of Hartford residents will be able to 
click and connect from wherever they are. Once again, 
the neighborhood library will be a primary focal point.
	 Gaining high-tech skills is just one way we must 
prepare our young people with a solid educational 
foundation so that they can compete for the jobs of the 
21st Century in the fields of insurance, finance, medicine, 
education, government, and the arts.  Hartford is known 
for these jobs.  We must fight to keep and grow this 
workforce and our libraries of today can help produce 
the leaders of tomorrow in these areas of employment.
	 Albany Avenue is an area rich with heritage and 
history. Let its educational renaissance help set the stage 
for Hartford’s future.

Sincerely, 
Eddie A. Perez 
Mayor

Mayor 
Eddie Perez

	 The City of Hartford is clearly on the rise! 
As the region’s economic development leader, the 
MetroHartford Alliance knows that the success of 
the Hartford region depends greatly on the success 
of our core city.
	 The Alliance has a well established regional 
agenda that leverages partnerships with business, 
government, education, nonprofit and health care 
institutions to 
build a stronger 
regional economy.
	 We have used 
this model to 
begin to meet the 
opportunities and 
challenges of the 
17 neighborhoods 
throughout our 
Capital City. 
This partnership 
standard has 
taught us the 
importance of 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
and the potential 
growth that it can afford our cities and towns. 
Strengthening our longstanding relationship 
with the City of Hartford, we created a Hartford 
Partnership staff position at the Alliance that will 
enable us to work with Hartford Mayor Eddie 
Perez to implement five key initiatives to build 
a strong alliance between business and our city 
neighborhoods.
	 Today, we can all take pride in the numerous 
accomplishments made in downtown Hartford.  
The burgeoning revitalization of our city’s  
downtown businesses and economy, made possible 
by extraordinary public and private investment, 
inspires us to demand the same attention and 
outcomes for the city’s outlying neighborhoods, its 
residents and the visitors who are yet to experience 
the vast array of culture and diversity they afford.
	 The MetroHartford Alliance has made great 
strides in helping to expand existing businesses in 
Hartford’s Upper Albany neighborhood through 
its commitment and investment in the established 
Upper Albany Micro Business Incubator Program 
(MBI). The MBI celebrates its fourth year of 
success in 2006 as one of the region’s top business 
training programs for micro-business owners in 
north Hartford. 
	 Through our leveraging of existing partnerships 
with the Upper Albany Main Street organization 
and the Barney School of Business at the University 
of Hartford, were we able to accomplish the goal 
of strengthening existing businesses and increasing 

MetroHartford Alliance
the number of new ones.
	 Where does this take our neighborhoods in 
2006? We will continue the work of the Upper 
Albany Micro Business Incubator program; further 
our participation in the Town Square project at the 
corners of Woodland Street and Albany Avenue; 
work with the University of Hartford on the 
development of its Arts Center; and work with the 

neighborhood and other stakeholders on the Route 
44 infrastructure improvements implemented by 
the City of Hartford and the State Department of 
Transportation as a result of a study prepared by the 
Capitol Region Council of Governments.
	 Beyond Upper Albany, we will work to expand 
our partnerships with neighborhood organizations 
and improve our connectivity to their businesses, 
including, for instance, Park Street, Farmington 
Avenue and Franklin Avenue. We are fortunate that 
the strong leadership of our existing neighborhood 
organizations recognizes that the Metro-Hartford 
Alliance can bring value to their development 
efforts.
	 We will focus in early 2006 on better acquainting 
ourselves with neighborhood businesses and 
developing cooperative plans that will maximize 
other business and government relationships at 
the Alliance to advance neighborhood priorities for 
smart development.
	 A key priority of the MetroHartford Alliance 
is to leverage our existing relationships throughout 
our neighborhoods and convene businesses and 
leaders in the community that can help us to fulfill 
our mission to ensure that Hartford competes as a 
premier place for all people to live, work, play and 
raise a family.  
	 There is much to be accomplished in the year 
ahead and the MetroHartford Alliance looks forward 
to finding new and lasting ways to bring value to our 
city neighbors.
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A proud participant in the
rebuilding of Albany Avenue

  First Impression Academy of 
Advanced Cosmetology

   (School of Beauty)
 New Classes Start

Sept.  2006

Marilyn Grant
1481 Albany Avenue Hartford CT 06112

860 560-9161

TONY’S SERVICE
605 Albany Avenue

HARTFORD, CT 06112
(860) 278-0017 Fax: (860) 278-0161
Oil-Batteries-Tires-Ice-Kerosene-Towing-Repairs

 1380 ALBANY AVENUE
HARTFORD, CT 06112
BUS: (860) 278-0120
FAX: (860) 761-2899

ALLAN KING

860-527-1301
Fax: 860-727-9224

E-mail: hedco@snet.net
www.hedco-ghbdc.com

15 Lewis Street – Room 204
Hartford, CT 06103

The Alternative Lender for Small Businesses

Working to partnership with
our community and those in need...

 278 Farmington Ave., Hartford, CT 06105-3301
(860) 525-1261 • Fax: (860) 527-0297

Kent Package Store
1438 Albany Ave
860-249-1963
Wine, Beer, Liquor, Lottery

Delivery Available

Come on Down for the 
Lowest Prices in Town!

Horace Bushnell
Management Resources, Inc.

Yvonne D. Price
General Manager

51 Vine Street
(860) 527-9860

Hartford, CT 06112
Fax (860) 727-9558

Billington Reality
919 Albany Ave

Hartford, CT 06112
860-525-4144

Collin B. Bennett Agency, 
LLC

Real Estate & Insurance
Now Leasing – 500-5,000 sq. ft

At
1229 Albany Avenue

Hartford, CT 06112
(860) 522-4211

CrossRoads
Tastes Great

JAMAICAN WAY

1062 Albany Ave
247-3172

Wintonbury
Mortgages, LLC

Mortgage Brokers

32 Wintonbury Ave.
Bloomfi eld, CT 06002

Phone: (860) 882-1530
Fax: (860) 243-9337


