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Excerpts from the victim’s statement:

I’ve lost my home
Rather than having my living room and
kitchen, bathroom and bedroom, I now sit
in a room which I share with someone
else at a nursing home. … My life’s
possessions and memories are gone. That
part of my life ended. 

I’ve lost the companionship of my
little dog
Peaches was my constant companion.
She rested by my feet when I sat in the
living room. Peaches was beaten and
thrown during my attack, changing her
personality and making it difficult to place
her. That part of my life ended. 

I’ve lost my feeling of being safe
When someone invades your home and
there is nothing you can do to protect
yourself, you feel terribly vulnerable. I am
afraid of people in a way I never have been
before. That part of my life ended. 

Victim’s Statement

full text
To read the victim’s statement in

its entirety, go to www.courant.com/
statement 

A STRIKING POSE
"IT’S ALL GOOD STUFF," says Cynthia Griffin about Thai yoga massage as she does the sun salutation series of poses Wednesday on East Peak in

Meriden’s Hubbard Park. Griffin is a licensed massage therapist who was being photographed for a brochure for Salon Unity, a salon in Berlin. 

PATRICK RAYCRAFT / THE HARTFORD COURANT

Resolute in her desire for justice, the
73-year-old woman steered her motor-
ized wheelchair into the Hartford court-
room Wednesday to confront the man
who broke into her East Hartford apart-
ment while she was sleeping and raped
her.

Fidgeting with the plastic tube from
her portable oxygen tank, the woman,
identified only as JD, took a breath and
stared at Alejandro Cuy Xum as he was
brought into Superior Court in Hartford
for his sentencing. 

The last time JD saw Cuy Xum, now a
23-year-old, was after midnight July 17,
2005, when he broke into the Willow
Arms Apartments for the elderly on
Main Street. 

Cuy Xum walked down a hallway and
found the wheelchair-bound woman’s
door unlocked. He walked in, found JD
in her bedroom and punched her in the
head before raping her. After the attack,
Cuy Xum rifled the apartment and took
some of her belongings. As he left, he
grabbed JD’s little dog and threw it
against a wall. 

“There is no sentence that is enough,”
Assistant State’s Attorney Edward Na-
rus told Judge Thomas Miano. “This was
a victim who had no means to fight. She
was not able to defend herself.” 

Calling it a heinous crime, Miano sen-
tenced Cuy Xum to 20 years in prison for
one count of first-degree sexual assault,
one count of third-degree assault on an
elderly person and two counts of bur-
glary. 

“No one can appreciate what this
woman has gone through,” Miano said.
“This is such a devastating affront to hu-
manity.”

Miano said JD showed great courage
in her willingness to testify in the case.
Miano noted that many rape victims are
afraid to become involved in the court
system.

Victim
Faces
Down

Attacker
________________________

Her Life, She Says,
Was Altered Forever

By DAN UHLINGER
COURANT STAFF WRITER
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STORRS — Inspectors counted more than
400 building and fire code discrepancies at the
University of Connecticut during a summer-
long inspection blitz to check the safety of
buildings renovated through the UConn 2000
construction program.

Most of the 402 discrepancies — found
within a total of 115 buildings — involved prob-
lems such as a lack of emergency lighting,
missing exit signs and inadequate door hard-
ware, but inspectors also found problems with

some fire doors, handrails and alarm systems.
The university has corrected 277 of the prob-

lems to date and expects to fix another 59 before
classes start on Monday. The remainder will
take longer because they involve ordering
parts, such as new fire doors.

In some cases, the university counted multi-
ple discrepancies as one item in the same build-
ing. For example, they counted as one discrep-
ancy the same problem found with 71 light
fixtures in the Homer D. Babbidge Library,
Jim Bradley, interim executive director of
architectural and engineering services, said.

The team of UConn fire and building in-

spectors examined 166 buildings in all, work-
ing seven days a week for 10 hours a day to meet
the deadline of checking all the buildings by
this Friday, when students begin to return to
campus.

The university launched the inspections in
June in response to pressure from the gover-
nor, legislative leaders and the public safety
commissioner after The Courant reported that
nine dorm complexes renovated in the UConn
2000 construction program had not been
checked by a building inspector.

UConn Finds 400 Safety Problems
By GRACE E. MERRITT
COURANT STAFF WRITERRenovated

Buildings
Inspected;

Corrections
Made Or Are

Underway
PLEASE SEE UCONN, PAGE B9

Why are more of Connecticut’s
schoolchildren losing ground in read-
ing?

Too much television? 
The Internet? 
Language barriers?
State Education Commissioner

Mark K. McQuillan pledged Wednes-
day to ask some of the state’s leading
educators and researchers to get to
the bottom of a discouraging slump in
reading performance on statewide
tests.

“This is an issue we have to try to
get our arms around because if we
don’t, we’re going to continue to
slide,” McQuillan said as he an-
nounced plans for a reading summit
of top experts in October.

In his first back-to-school message

since becoming commissioner last
spring, McQuillan made it clear that
bolstering reading performance will
be a priority of the state education de-
partment.

Last month, the state reported an-
other erosion of reading scores on
this year’s Connecticut Mastery Test,
continuing a downward trend that
began five years ago. That mirrors a
similar decline by Connecticut stu-
dents on an earlier nationwide test.

McQuillan said he wants to exa-
mine issues such as how schools
manage time, which reading pro-
grams work best and how teachers
are trained. He said there may be
many reasons for the decline in read-

ing skills, including lack of parental
involvement and the influence of tele-
vision and other media.

“It’s a known fact that a large num-
ber of students, when given the op-
portunity, will not read but instead
will be on the Internet or looking at
television,” he said.

Across the state, one in five third-
graders on the latest mastery test
scored in the lowest, or “below basic,”
reading category — meaning they
cannot perform basic reading tasks
without help.

Of particular concern are severely
lagging scores among low-income
and minority students.

For example, in Hartford and New
Britain, where there are large con-
centrations of low-income and minor-
ity children, more than half the third-

State Reading Summit Planned
________________________

Concern Over
Slump In Scores

By ROBERT A. FRAHM
COURANT STAFF WRITER
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Back To School Facts
State Education Commissioner Mark K.
McQuillan issued these statistics as
students prepare to return to school over
the next few weeks. Of 571,000 public
school students:

White:
67%

Black:
16%

Hispanic:
14%

Asian: 4%

May not add
up to 100%
due to
rounding

� 39,000 are seniors, the largest
graduating class in two decades.

� About 5 percent speak limited English.

� More than one in four are from low-
income families.

� Of 45,000 teachers, 28 percent are
eligible to retire now and 40 percent are
eligible within 10 years.

THE HARTFORD COURANT
on the web For a list of the dates of school openings across the state, go to www.courant.com/schoolopens

allegedly began when he was 15.
Grant, in a subsequent interview
with police, denied the boy’s allega-
tions, and then, after consulting a
lawyer, declined to answer any
more questions.

Days later, on Aug. 1, police ob-
tained an arrest warrant charging
Grant, 63, with second-degree sexual
assault and risk of injury to a minor.

He was arrested Aug. 2 and posted $200,000 bail. Grant
remains the pastor of St. Mary’s Church and St. Hed-

case July 2, and that day went to the boy’s home to be-
gin an investigation. The detective, however, was re-
buffed by the boy’s father, who’d been told by his at-
torney “not to speak with police at this time.”

The father provided police with some information,
but again deferred to his attorney, Leonard McDer-
mott, of Naugatuck. Police tried several times to
reach McDermott and were eventually able to sched-
ule an interview with the boy on July 25. The boy’s fa-
ther and McDermott were present.

The boy provided a statement detailing abuse that

Sometime in February or March, a 16-year-old
youth told his father he had been sexually involved
for several months with a Naugatuck priest, but it
wasn’t until June 27 that police were notified, accord-
ing to an arrest warrant for the Rev. Robert J. Grant
unsealed Wednesday in Superior Court in Water-
bury.

A Naugatuck police detective was assigned to the

Allegation Of Abuse Slow To Reach Police

By DAVID OWENS
COURANT STAFF WRITER

GRANT

Arrest Warrant Details Sexual Assault Case Against Priest

PLEASE SEE PRIEST, PAGE B9

166
Buildings inspected

402
Building and fire code
discrepancies found

277
Problems corrected to date

$975,879
Estimated cost to correct all
of the problems

Inspection
Numbers

IN OUR TOWNS

A Bloomfield woman accused of embezzling nearly $700,000 from her
employer pleads guilty to federal charges related to the theft. Page B3 

Guilty Plea To Embezzling Charge
Three Hartford voters file complaints, accusing state Rep. Art Feltman’s mayoral
campaign of forging their signatures on primary petitions. Page B3 

Complaint Says Signatures Forged


